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14 November 2019 
 
 
Dear Bruce, 
 
You will be aware that since February 2019 the European Social Fund (ESF) programme in 
Scotland has been in ‘pre-suspension’ due to audit issues, and as a result all payments from 
the European Commission to the Scottish Government as Managing Authority have been 
suspended. 
 
The Managing Authority has been working closely with the Commission and the Audit Authority 
to put in place measures to address their concerns and lift the programme out of ‘pre-
suspension’. 
 
European Commission processes are such that 'pre-suspension' status lasts for 9 months 
following which the relevant programme moves into 'suspension' status while outstanding audit 
issues are resolved. As a consequence, the European Commission has formally advised that 
the programme, which entered 'pre-suspension' stage on 21 February 2019 will move into 
‘suspension’ status from 15 November 2019. This decision to place the programme in 
‘suspension’ is the next step in the strict timeline of the European Commission’s technical 
process of resolving audit issues. 
 
The ‘suspension’ of the ESF programme is essentially the formalisation of the previous ‘pre-
suspension’ status, and does not materially change the delivery of the ESF programme by 
Lead Partners. 
 
We continue to work closely with the Commission, the Audit Authority and Lead Partners to lift 
the ‘suspension’ of the ESF programme as soon as possible. We are confident in the measures 
that we are putting place to address the Commission’s concerns and that, as soon as the 
Commission indicate that they are fully satisfied with these measures, the suspension will be 
lifted.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

I will keep you and members of the Committee fully updated on developments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
IVAN McKEE 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

